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A problem related to Resiliency, Critical Infrastructure and 
Microgrids that needs a near term solution and requires 
collaboration is our current plan is our current inability to interface 
our NU collaborative efforts and progress into near-term, greater 
impact for our neighbors, the City of Boston and the world itself, 
especially given the urgency and scope of achieving 
#CarbonFreeBoston.



What's Happening at Northeastern
Integrated Campus Stewardship
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Our Vision  
Resiliency, Critical Infrastructure and Microgrids

• NU’s Climate commitment: Reduce 2005 Carbon Footprint by 80% by 2050 
• Tangible actions to transform our current built environment to one that is more 

resilient

• Combined heat and power plant
• Establish a microgrid

• Energy conservation measures impacting close to 100% of our built 
environment

• Alternative energy exploration and implementation on campus
• Self generation 
• New technologies, battery storage, solar, wind, demand management all part of  microgrid solution
• Opportunity zones
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Northeastern
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• Partnerships and Engagement

• Globalization of Higher Education

• Use Inspired Research

• Experiential Learning

• Innovation in Higher Education

• Stewardship: One of the largest property owners in Boston

• Over 8M Gross Square Feet

• Advocacy: Be stewards and leaders on resiliency and sustainability

• Resiliency: Replicable model of success

• Requires collaboration 

• How do we be a leader in this challenging time? 

• Educational institutions are ‘in-it’ for the long haul. What role can we play?
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What Is Happening 
International, National, State, and Local 

International:

United Nations Sustainable Development Goals

National:

• 2017 the United States withdrew from the Paris 

Agreement

• Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017

• A coalition of states and Cities pledge to the goals of the 

Paris 

• Sub-national and private sector innovate to overcome 

large hurdles to generate subnational robust, cost-

effective, and scalable policies, community resilience

State:

• 2016 Gov. Charlie Baker Signs Executive Order 

Establishing an Integrated Climate Change Strategy for 

the Commonwealth

• February 7, 2019 Gov. Baker Testifies before a U.S. House 

committee and encouraging Congress follow 

Massachusetts lead in reducing greenhouse gases and 

building  climate resiliency

Local:

• Reach carbon neutrality by 2050

• Climate change is not a narrow issue, but one that 

affects the social and economic vitality of our city

• Climate Ready Boston, 2016

#CarbonFreeBoston
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