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From NYC Heat Mortality Report 2023

Extreme & 
Non-Extreme 
Hot Weather





How does this relate to energy? 

• Lack of access to home air conditioning (AC) is an important risk factor 
for heat-stress death. 

•  Black New Yorkers and low-income New Yorkers are less likely to own 
or use an AC during hot weather, and the main reason is cost. 

•While more than 90% of NYC households currently have AC, access 
can be as low as 76% in neighborhoods where more people are living 
with limited financial resources.

• Power outages, even localized ones, during hot weather can result in 
increases in hospitalizations and deaths



Strategies to address the issue 
require public-private relationships

•Max indoor temperature policy

•Doctors prescribe AC use so health insurance shares some of the 
cost

• Streamlining access to low-income utility programs

• Including cooling/heating in community needs assessments

• Identification of at-risk patients and connection to resources


