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Making DC
Climate Ready

M E L I S S A  D E A S  
C L I M AT E  P R O G R A M  A N A LY S T  





04 ENERGY RISKS
Higher emissions,
blackouts

01 DIRECT HEALTH RISKS
heat stroke, heat 
exhaustion, heat rash

02 INDIRECT HEALTH RISKS
Worsening air quality, 
increased vector borne 
diseases, adverse birth 
outcomes

05 ENVIRONMENTAL
Decreased water
quality

06 CRIME
Increased 
homicide rates

03 INFRASTRUCTURE
Rail buckles, softening 
asphalt, airline 
disruptions



HEAT MODELING: CARVER TERRACE
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B r i g h t w o o d

M i c h i g a n  P a r k

B r e n t w o o d - T r i n i d a d - L a n g s t o n

B e n n i n g - M a r s h a l l  H e i g h t s

B u z z a r d  P o i n t

M t .  V e r n o n - N o r t h  C a p i t o l

C o l u m b i a  H e i g h t s

Tree Canopy in Most
Heat Sensitive/Exposed 
Census Tracts

Tree canopy data from July 2015
Sensitivity/Exposure index combines data on income, age, 
race, asthma, disability, obesity, coronary heart disease, air 
temperature, impervious surface, and tree canopy



V i s i o n  f o r  W a r d  7  R e s i l i e n c e  H u b s

I d e n t i f y  s i t e s ,  p a r t n e r s ,  m e t r i c s  o f  

s u c c e s s

E n s u r e  h u b s  r e s p o n d  t o  W a r d  7  

n e e d s

C r e a t e  f o r m a l  d e s i g n a t i o n  f o r  h u b s

A s s e s s  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  s i t e s

E x p l o r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  g o v e r n m e n t  
a g e n c i e s  t o  f u n d / s u p p o r t / h o s t  h u b s

Community

Government
+



For Resilience, Critical Infrastructure & 
Microgrids to enable Washington’s 
decarbonization goals, we must first 
ensure frontline community members 
are making key decisions, the primary 
beneficiaries of investments, and the 
owners of resilience assets.



THANK YOU


